


Anne & Emmett 

Synopsis 

Anne Frank and Emmett Till meet in a 
magical place called Memory. 

They share their stories, their pain, and their 
hopes in this unforgettable new work. 

THE CAST 

Mamie ............................... Olivia Pontoo 

Emmett .............................. Darrick Brown 

Anne ................................. Mary Charles Johnson 

Otto .................................. Jim Garvey 

From left to right: Anne Frank, circa 1942, Otto Frank, 

circa 1941, Emmett & Mamie Till, circa 1950 

"They remember so we 

never forget". 

ABOUT THE CHARACTERS 

ANNE: Frank is the 13-year-old Jewish girl whose Diary provided a gripping perspective of the Holocaust. 

EMMETT: Till is the 14-year old African-American boy whose brutal murder in Mississippi sparked the Modern 
American Civil Rights Movement. 

OTTO: Otto Frank is best known as Anne's father. Without him, Anne's diary would not have been 
published. He inherited Anne's manuscripts after her death, arranged for the publication of her diary 
as The Diary of a Young Girl in 1947, and oversaw its transition to the stage and screen. 

MAMIE: In 1955, Mamie Till was unwillingly thrust into American history. The murder of her son, Emmett, 
catapulted the quiet Chicago civil service employee into a lifetime of advocacy, starting with 
seeking justice for the death of her son. 
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A Magical Place Called Memory 

“Let’s start from scratch in thinking about what memory 

is for, and consequently, how it works. Suppose that 

memory and conceptualization work in the service of 

perception and action. In this case, conceptualization is 

the encoding of patterns of possible physical 

interaction with a three-dimensional world. These 

patterns are constrained by the structure of the 

environment, the structure of our bodies, and memory. 

Thus, how we perceive and conceive of the 

environment is determined by the types of bodies we 

have. Such a memory would not have associations. 

Instead, how concepts become related (and what it 

means to be related) is determined by how separate 

patterns of actions can be combined given the 

constraints of our bodies. I call this combination ‘mesh.’ 

To avoid hallucination, conceptualization would 

normally be driven by the environment, and patterns of 

action from memory would play a supporting, but 

automatic role. A significant human skill is learning to 

suppress the overriding contribution of the environment 

to conceptualization, thereby allowing memory to guide 

conceptualization. The effort used in suppressing input 

from the environment pays off by allowing prediction, 

recollective memory, and language comprehension. I 

review theoretical work in cognitive science and 

empirical work in memory and language 

comprehension that suggest that it may be possible to 

investigate connections between topics as disparate as 

infantile amnesia and mental-model theory.  

- Arthur M. Glenberg

memory (noun) 

the mental capacity or faculty of retainin
g and revivingfacts, events, impressions, 

etc., or of recalling or recognizing 
previous experiences. 

“Memory refers to the processes that are 

used to acquire, store, retain and later 

retrieve information. There are three 

major processes involved in memory: 

encoding, storage and retrieval. 

In order to form new memories, 

information must be changed into a usable 

form, which occurs through the process 

known as encoding. Once information has 

been successfully encoded, it must be 

stored in memory for later use. Much of 

this stored memory lies outside of our 

awareness most of the time, except when 

we actually need to use it. The retrieval 

process allows us to bring stored 

memories into conscious awareness.” 

–Kendra Cherry













1955: 

May 7: The Reverend George Lee, a grocery owner and NAACP field worker in Belzoni, Mississippi, is shot and killed at point blank range while 

driving in his car after trying to vote. A few weeks later in Brookhaven, Mississippi, Lamar Smith, another black man, is shot and killed in front of 

the county courthouse, in broad daylight and before witnesses, after casting his ballot. Both victims had been active in voter registration drives. 

No one will be arrested in connection with either murder. 

August 19: A day before her son is to leave for a summer stay with family in Mississippi, Mamie Till gives Emmett 

the ring once owned by his father, Louis Till. It is inscribed with the initials L.T. 

August 20: Mamie Till rushes her son Emmett to the 63rd Street station in Chicago to catch the southbound train 

to Money, Mississippi. 

August 21: Emmett Till arrives in Money, Mississippi, and goes to stay at the home of his great uncle Moses 

Wright. 

August 24: Emmett joins a group of teenagers, seven boys and one girl, to go to Bryant's Grocery and Meat 

Market for refreshments to cool off after a long day of picking cotton in the hot sun. Bryant's Grocery, owned by a white couple, Roy and Carolyn 

Bryant, sells supplies and candy to a primarily black clientele of sharecroppers and their children. Emmett goes into the store to buy bubble gum. 

Some of the kids outside the store will later say they heard Emmett whistle at Carolyn Bryant. 

August 28: About 2:30 a.m., Roy Bryant, Carolyn's husband, and his half brother J. W. Milam, kidnap Emmett Till from Moses Wright's home. 

They will later describe brutally beating him, taking him to the edge of the Tallahatchie River, shooting him in the head, fastening a large metal 

fan used for ginning cotton to his neck with barbed wire, and pushing the body into the river. 

August 29: J. W. Milam and Roy Bryant are arrested on kidnapping charges in LeFlore County in connection with Till's disappearance. They are 

jailed in Greenwood, Mississippi and held without bond. 

August 31: Three days later, Emmett Till's decomposed corpse is pulled from Mississippi's Tallahatchie River. Moses Wright identifies the body 

from a ring with the initials L.T. 

September 1: Mississippi Governor Hugh White orders local officials to "fully prosecute" Milam and Bryant in the Till case. 

September 2: In Chicago, Mamie Till arrives at the Illinois Central Terminal to receive Emmett's casket. She is surrounded by 

family and photographers who snap her photo collapsing in grief at the sight of the casket. The body is taken to the A. A. 

Rayner & Sons Funeral Home. 

The Jackson [Mississippi] Daily News decries the "brutal, senseless crime" but complains that the NAACP is working "to 

arouse hatred and fear" by calling Till's murder alynching. 

In Belgium, the newspaper Le Drapeau Rouge (the Red Flag), publishes a brief article entitled: "Racism in the USA: A young 

black is lynched in Mississippi." 

September 3: Emmett Till's body is taken to Chicago's Roberts Temple Church of God for viewing and funeral services. 

Emmett's mother decides to have an open casket funeral. Thousands of Chicagoans wait in line to see Emmett's brutally 

beaten body. 

September 6: Emmett Till is buried at Burr Oak Cemetery. 

The same day, a grand jury in Mississippi indicts Milam and Bryant for the kidnapping and murder of Emmett Till. 

They both plead innocent. They will be held in jail until the start of the trial. 

September 15: Jet magazine, the nationwide black magazine owned by Chicago-based Johnson Publications, 

publishes photographs of Till's mutilated corpse, shocking and outraging African Americans from coast to coast. 

September 17: The black newspaper The Chicago Defender publishes photographs of Till's corpse. 

September 19: The kidnapping and murder trial of J. W. Milam and Roy Bryant opens in Sumner, Mississippi, the 

county seat of Tallahatchie County. Jury selection begins and, with blacks and white women banned from serving, an all-white, 12-man jury made 

up of nine farmers, two carpenters and one insurance agent is selected. 

Mamie Till Bradley departs from Chicago's Midway Airport to attend the trial. 

September 20: Judge Curtis Swango recesses the court to allow more witnesses to be found. It is the first time in Mississippi history that local law 

enforcement, local NAACP leaders and black and white reporters team up to locate sharecroppers who saw Milam's truck and overheard Emmett 

being beaten. 

The French daily newspaper Le Monde runs an article reporting that the American public is following the Till case "with passionate attention." 

September 21: Moses Wright, Emmett Till's great uncle, does the unthinkable -- he accuses two white men in open court. 

While on the witness stand, he stands up and points his finger at Milam and Bryant, and accuses them of coming to his 

house and kidnapping Emmett. 

September 23: Milam and Bryant are acquitted of murdering Emmett Till after the jury deliberates only 67 minutes. One 

juror tells a reporter that they wouldn't have taken so long if they hadn't stopped to drink pop. Roy Bryant and J. W. Milam 

stand before photographers, light up cigars and kiss their wives in celebration of the not guilty verdict. 

Moses Wright and another poor black Mississippian who testified, Willie Reed, leave Mississippi and are smuggled to 

Chicago. Once there, Reed collapses and suffers a nervous breakdown. 

September 26: In Belgium, two left-wing newspapers publish articles on the acquittal. Le Peuple, the daily Belgian Socialist 

newspaper, calls the acquittal "a judicial scandal in the United States." Le Drapeau Rouge (the Red Flag) publishes: "Killing a black person isn't a 

crime in the home of the Yankees: The white killers of young Emmett Till are acquitted!" 

In France, L'Aurore newspaper publishes: "The Scandalous Acquittal in Sumner" and the daily newspaper Le Figaro adds: "The Shame of the 







Discussion Questions: 

1. How do you feel about Anne & Emmett’s honest conversations about race
and religion?

2. How did you feel about the Mamie & Otto’s thoughts and prayers of a child
dying before a parent?

3. Do you think remembering the past is important? If so, why?

4. Anne & Emmett both found themselves in situations in which they couldn’t
do things as they used to. No more joking with friends, doo-wopping, riding
bicycles and feeling the wind in their hair. Think about the things you enjoy
doing. How would you feel if you suddenly couldn’t do them anymore?
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To learn more about Anne Frank and Emmett Till visit: 

www.annefrank.org 

www.annefrank.com 

http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/ 

   
            

            




